ANNEX

	Questions
	Answers

	1. COUNCILLOR BROWN
Will the Cabinet Member for Transport please urgently initiate a thorough review of the Oxfordshire River crossings/bridges south of Oxford in order to ensure the most economically acceptable solution to the present situation at Swinford, Newbridge, Tadpole and Radcot bridges is in the interests of all parties?


	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

Yes, I will ask officers to carry out a review.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

A crossing of the Thames has economic implications not just for the economy of Oxfordshire but for local residents, including farmers.  Will any preference be given to a particular group?
	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

It is vital to have a good transport network across Oxfordshire, including a crossing of the Thames.  I cannot say we are going to give preference to any one particular group.  However I think it is very important to involve local residents.  We will listen to all views and will make improvements where possible.



	2. COUNCILLOR MATHEW
Will the Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development consider setting up an arrangement on mineral extraction in Oxfordshire to recompense the local population for their loss of amenity – if necessary by agreement with the mineral extraction operators?


	COUNCILLOR BELSON, CABINET MEMBER FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Planning legislation provides that planning applications should be determined in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.  The County Council already makes extensive use of planning conditions and planning obligations (commonly known as S106 agreements) to mitigate the impact of mineral working which it permits; these are governed by strict Government guidance in circular 05/05 http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/147537
There is an Aggregates Levy which was introduced by the Government in 2002.  Flowing from this there is an Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund which provides support for projects in the 18 local authority areas most affected by mineral working in England; Oxfordshire is not amongst them.  Further details are available at http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/aggregates/pdf/agglevy-summary.pdf


	3. COUNCILLOR MATHEW
Does the Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development agree that where there are Oxfordshire County Council interests/ landholdings in the proximity of a planning application these should be declared to ensure that all operations are seen to be above board and transparent?
	COUNCILLOR BELSON, CABINET MEMBER FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

This is primarily a matter for officers and for the Planning & Regulation Committee.  The Director for Environment & Economy would be content for reports to the Planning & Regulation Committee to mention the fact where a development proposal includes County Council owned land.  However, he does not consider it would be appropriate for advertisements (which cover only very basic information such as a description of the proposed development and where copies of the application can be viewed) to give disproportionate emphasis to one particular issue when others which are of far greater importance in planning terms (e.g. location in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) are not mentioned and I agree with this view.



	4. COUNCILLOR ROSE

Can the Cabinet Member for Transport explain the recent Government Capital allocation for the next 3 years?

	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

The Government has allocated Oxfordshire County Council £63.6m for transport for the coming 3 years, split between Integrated Transport and Highways Capital Maintenance.  However, due to a higher than expected proportion of this allocation being through borrowing approvals, as opposed to grant funding, the Council will not be able to take up £6.5m of this allocation over that period.  This is due to the Council being a “floor” authority with limitations on the amount of borrowing it can take up. 



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Your answer implies that we are £6.5m light.  Does this mean some projects will not go ahead?
	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

All of the projects that were put into the Local Transport Plan 2 are ones we want to do and the Government agreed to fund them.  The Government has now withdrawn £6.5m.  We need to review all projects and decide whether we are going to undertake a scheme, defer it, delete it or reduce it.  The schemes include the Premium Bus Routes, the London Road project and the Summertown project - all very vital schemes.  There is going to be a reduction of £6.5m and, as I said at Economy & Environment Scrutiny Committee, we need to put forward what we are going to do over the next year.  



	5. COUNCILLOR ARMITAGE
Would the Leader please detail the meetings of democratically elected decision-making bodies in Oxford whose meetings he has attended during the calendar year 2007 in his role as cabinet member for Oxford?
	COUNCILLOR MITCHELL, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

On checking my Outlook Calendar for the year to date, I find it contains 10,022 items and I hope you will forgive me for neither checking every item personally nor for asking County Council officers to do this for me.  You will therefore have to rely on my memory for this response.

With regard to democratically elected decision-making bodies in Oxford City, there is only one of which I am aware and this is Oxford City Council plus its lawfully constituted Committees, Sub-committees and other City Council bodies.  I am not a member of Oxford City Council and therefore have no automatic right of attendance.  I would therefore only have attended such meetings if I had received an invitation from that body and I do not remember such an invitation.

However, I do have a long list of important meetings which involve members of Oxford City Council.  These include:

· Bilateral meetings between the Leaders of the City and County Council. These are an extremely important part of joint working between our two councils and I have attended all of the 2007 meetings.  Officers can provide you with dates if you can demonstrate a need for this information.

· Oxford City Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) I am a member of this LSP and attend regularly.  Occasionally, meetings are arranged for a date that clashes with another commitment and I then organise for a County officer to represent me.  Officers can provide you with dates if you can demonstrate a need for this information.

· West End Executive and West End Steering Group Meetings  These are a vital part of planning the regeneration of the 200-acre Oxford West End and I have attended all meetings which involve members and officers from the City and County Councils plus the South East England Development Agency and other important stakeholders.  Officers can provide you with dates if you can demonstrate a need for this information.

· Oxford City Area Committees  There are six Area Committees meeting on a monthly basis.  I have no realistic prospect of attending these meetings with any regularity and have organised for members of my County political group to attend as representatives of the County Cabinet whenever possible and to report back on important issues arising.  I receive these reports regularly and they are circulated as necessary around senior County Administration members.

Beyond these formal meetings, I have visited schools, youth centres, community centres and community organisations in Oxford City on many occasions.  Again, I am not willing to devote time to identifying individual visits from my 10,022 Calendar entries and trust this answer will satisfy Councillor Armitage’s needs. 

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

The Leader has conceded in his answer that he has not attended any meetings in Oxford of elected bodies in 2007.  I remember a couple of years ago, after the County Elections of 2005, that he did attend some meetings of City Council Area Committees and so forth, because I saw him.  In view of his repeated complaint in the context of the new Partnership arrangements about the democratic deficit being forced on us, how does he think this squares with his apparent disdain for Oxford’s democratic bodies?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

I deeply resent a suggestion that I have disdain for the democratically elected bodies.  I do not.  As I have said, I am not a member of the City Council and I rely on invitations to attend.  If and when I get invitations or if there are issues which are sufficiently pressing that I need to attend, I will. As far as Area Committees are concerned our group is represented at Area Committees and I think that is a satisfactory arrangements.  I hope Councillor Armitage will not repeat the slur that he presented here in any wider circle because if he does I will consider what action I should take.

	6. COUNCILLOR JOHNSTON

What is the cost per metre of the new cycle path in Witney, and how does that compare with the schemes for Wootton and elsewhere which were previously abandoned?


	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

The Woodgreen cycle scheme in Witney is marginally cheaper per metre than the Wootton to Abingdon route, at a cost of approximately £259 per metre, compared to £274 per metre for the latter. The total cost of the Woodgreen scheme, is also significantly cheaper overall at £125k, compared to approximately £685k for the Wootton scheme.

With regard to the Woodgreen cycle scheme, a developer contribution had been taken from a recently completed development located adjacent to the proposed path. This contribution had to be spent specifically on improving pedestrian/cycle links in the vicinity. Given the comparatively low cost of the scheme, the County Council calculated that only a small amount of Council capital funding would be required to supplement the other funding available to deliver the scheme which made it worthwhile pursuing. Due to the benefits that would be achieved in terms of helping school children get to Woodgreen Secondary School and Madley Brook Primary School (both of which are near the path), representatives from SUSTRANS and the Better Ways to School team felt that there would be strong benefits in helping to implement the scheme. The shortfall in funding will therefore be received in the form of a SUSTRANS grant (for schemes that help link schools to the national cycle network), plus £30k from the County Council’s ‘Better Ways to School’ capital budget. 

Schemes such as the Wootton route have lost out as they are comparatively more expensive and would have to be purely capital funded. Although some benefits would be achieved through their delivery, they simply did not stack up in cost-benefit terms compared to other more pressing schemes across the County that will contribute more towards tackling the priority objectives listed in the County Council’s Local Transport Plan. 

	7. COUNCILLOR PATRICK

Can the Leader assure me that he has not written any further letters to Cabinet ministers on behalf of this Council that I have not seen since our last Council meeting in November?
	COUNCILLOR MITCHELL, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

Following the November County Council, I wrote to the Chancellor setting out the terms of the following Motion:

At a time when Oxfordshire County Council is participating with businesses in Oxfordshire in the development of a healthy and thriving economy in the county, this Council calls on the Treasury to review its decision to increase the capital gains taxes paid by small businesses to 18% which will undermine enterprise in Oxfordshire.
In accordance with normal practice, I will circulate the original letter and the Chancellor's reply when I receive it.  No reply has been received to date. This is the only letter written by me on behalf of the Council to a Cabinet Minister since the last County Council. 



	8. COUNCILLOR R SMITH
Would the Cabinet Member for Transport agree with the Liberal Democrat group's policy to install 20 mph zones in urban areas where the need could be proved and where requested by local residents?


	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

The current County Council policy on the use of 20 mph speed limits and zones (as adopted in April 2005) is supportive in principle, recognising the potential benefits such limits can bring not only in terms of safety but also by helping support walking and cycling, and is also closely aligned with the current Department for Transport guidance (DfT Circular 1/2006) on the setting of local speed limits. We will therefore continue to assess the need for additional 20 mph limits (including those requested by local residents) using the criteria as set out in current policy. 



	9. COUNCILLOR FOOKS

At its meeting on 4 December 2006 the Community Safety Scrutiny Committee recommended to Cabinet that all new schools and all major refurbishments should have sprinkler systems installed to reduce fire risk.  How many new buildings and major refurbishments have been approved for construction since then, and how many have had sprinkler systems included? Cabinet on 18 September 2007 agreed to direct that all new schools and major refurbishments should be risk assessed and, unless categorized as low risk, should be fitted with an active fire suppression system; how many have been assessed and how many will have sprinklers installed?


	COUNCILLOR SHOULER, CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE 

The Council's property consultants are now required to carry out fire risk assessments on all projects undertaken for the Council in consultation with the Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service.  There are a number of new schools currently being constructed by the Council but in all cases work had started on site prior to the decision of Cabinet.  One new school (Gavray Drive, Bicester) had already been briefed before the Cabinet decision but officers had taken the decision to include sprinklers as the imminent publication of Building Bulletin 100 was expected to include that as a requirement.  

There have been no other new or major refurbishments of schools briefed since the Cabinet decision.  The Director for Community Safety and the Head of Property are arranging to meet to clarify the definition of 'major refurbishment'.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

I asked how many new schools had been approved for construction since 2006.  Has the Council specified the installation of sprinklers in any of those?  Does the re-building of the drama block at Lord Williams’s School, Thame not count as part of the refurbishment?  On what basis does the CPA self assessment booklet state in paragraph 60 that the Council has been investing in fire sprinkler systems in new schools?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

There are several new school projects:  Didcot Greenmere and Banbury Orchard Fields have been completed and Banbury Cattle Market site is nearing completion.  The major project work on school sites is Faringdon Community College, Kidlington Gosford Hill and Bicester Brookside, all nearing completion, Banbury School - on site, Didcot, St Birinus – contract let and Marlborough, Woodstock and Oxford School Science Blocks and Wheatley Park English Block.  Lord Williams’s School, Thame is not mentioned but maybe there is a project that has not yet been let.  It is quite clear from the information that I have that the officers are taking this extremely seriously.  Sprinklers will not automatically be installed in new schools. This policy does not suggest that sprinklers will be installed retrospectively in all existing schools because that would be very expensive.  I hope the member finds this answer sufficient.  Now, as far as the CPA is concerned, we are investing.

Councillor Heathcoat commented that work at Lord Williams’s School, Thame was being considered.

	10. COUNCILLOR ROAF
At the last Council, you stated that there were about 7,000 private non-residential parking spaces and that it was extremely difficult to distinguish between commuter spaces and operational spaces.  Is there any difficulty with distinguishing between the different uses of the County Council's own spaces? What is the difficulty with identifying other owners' use of their spaces?

You also observed that the City Council was responsible for regulating new buildings.  But these 7,000 spaces are not in new buildings and the City Council does not encourage new parking for commuters - indeed it frequently removes such parking spaces as a planning condition when buildings are extended.  Have you examined the Nottingham proposals to impose a levy on private non-residential spaces to reduce traffic congestion?
You stated that Oxford needs businesses in the City Centre for vitality.  I have recently visited Siena in Italy where the central walled City has narrow car-free streets and many busy shops.  Only residents of the walled city are allowed to bring their cars through the gates; others use Park and Ride.  Do Oxford businesses really need large amounts of parking?
	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

The information on the number of private parking spaces in Oxford City centre was provided by the City Council, who carry out a survey periodically.  We understand that the survey is observational only and therefore the purpose of use of a given parking space is not possible to determine.  The County Council Property Services manage the allocation of spaces to County staff and members with the policy of allowing a parking space to those who require use of their car for work purposes.  However, this is being reviewed by Property Services in the light of the closure of Macclesfield House.

The proposals being pursued in Nottingham are of course of great interest to transport professionals across the UK and we will be watching to see how they develop into a fully operational scheme and what impact there is on both the local economy and congestion.  

It is interesting to note that in his recent report following the Public Examination, the independent Examiner concluded that the Workplace Parking Levy scheme “would probably have a very small direct effect on growth in traffic congestion” in Nottingham.
It remains the situation, as I stated in my response to the Councillor at the last meeting of the Council, that the County Council has no plans to control private non-residential parking.

Providing for people travelling to the centre of Oxford is balanced between public on and off-street parking in the central area (recognising that a level of private parking also exists), Park & Ride and other good quality alternatives such as high frequency bus services.  This policy is a long-standing one that has proved highly successful for Oxford and allowed economic growth whilst maintaining a measure of restraint on the amount of traffic seeking to enter the central area in the rush hour.  New development, such as the extension of the Westgate shopping centre, is planned on the basis of no additional parking in the City centre.  However, it is vital that additional Park & Ride capacity and further improved bus services are provided to enable the City to benefit from the forthcoming investment.



	11. COUNCILLOR ROAF
How do you measure congestion?  What differences are there at peak times and off-peak times? It is often claimed that traffic congestion is caused by parents driving children to school.  What is the difference between the congestion in school term-time and the congestion in the holidays both in the morning and in the evening?
	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

We are currently in the early stages of measuring congestion.  The measures are (i) Person Delay and (ii) Journey Time Reliability although currently there is not any data available for this, as baseline data collection and targets are currently being set. We are implementing a Journey Time Measurement System which uses Automatic Number Plate Recognition technology to record real-time vehicle journey times between 2 fixed points on the road network. Currently we are collecting data on London Road, Headington, and more sites within Oxford will be operating in the coming weeks. 

One statistic from the National Travel Survey is that at 8.50am, in urban areas, 1 in 5 cars on the road are on the 'school run'.  We have looked at traffic flows on a couple of roads into Oxford and the difference equates to roughly a 10% reduction.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

It is very good news that the better routes to schools programme has halved the traffic implications of the school run as far as Oxford is concerned.  However, I also asked about the afternoon but there was nothing in the answer about that.  Can you please provide this information?

	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

I do apologise for this and I will give you the information at a later date.

	12. COUNCILLOR ROAF
It has been said that discouraging cars would impact on the City's economy and that currently there is real choice for drivers to drive into the city centre and pay high parking charges or to use the bus.  But those driving in and out at peak hours cause congestion and delay the buses as well as cars.  Some commuters may be using free private off-street parking places.  Are you satisfied that the market approach is really working to reduce congestion?  
	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

Yes.  The management of the supply of public parking through price and availability, coupled with the promotion of alternatives, has kept traffic levels stable for many years.  This is whilst accepting that the County Council has limited ability to reduce private parking – even imposing a levy would not guarantee less use.  There is no doubt that, with continued growth in car use nationally, traffic conditions would be considerably worse in the peak period if parking charges in central Oxford were lower. 



	13. COUNCILLOR R SMITH

Would the Cabinet Member agree with me that the initiative shown by OxClean in organising Spring Clean 2008 in the City of Oxford is very welcome? What could the Cabinet Member do to help with the much-needed clean up of the main roads, in particular the central reservations around the Oxford ring road?


	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

Yes, the OxClean initiative is very welcome.  Street cleansing, including the main roads and central reservation, is the responsibility of the relevant District Council, in this case mostly Oxford City.  However, I will ask County officers to liaise with the City to see what can be done to improve cleansing.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Please can I be provided with the answer from the County’s officers with regard to liaising with the City to see what can be done to improve the cleansing on the Oxford ring road, especially the central reservations, which is disgusting?  I would also like to know if the City Link Member will send us an invitation when they will be joining one of those initiatives to clean up the road.


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

I will be looking to make sure our partners, the City and District Councils, cleanse these roads so that we have a good entrance to Oxford which is vital.  As far as the City Link member is concerned, are you referring to members who actually go to the Area Committees or are you referring to somebody else in particular?  I think that will have to come from the various Area Committees.

	14. COUNCILLOR PATRICK

Given the Audit Commission’s feedback that ‘The Council is not using capacity from outside the majority group to enhance the scrutiny process’, does the Leader now consider that it is time to give members of the Opposition some Chairs or Vice Chairs of Scrutiny committees, so that reviews can be member led?


	COUNCILLOR MITCHELL, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

If the Opposition Group wishes to have access to some council furniture, I am sure this can be considered and accommodated.

If, on the other hand, the Leader of the Opposition is referring to Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Scrutiny Committees, this Council is run by elected members and not by the Audit Commission. Unless and until that position changes, appointments to Committee Chairmanships and Vice-Chairmanships will be determined by the proper constitutional process.

With regard to participation in the Scrutiny process, the LGA paper A hard nut to crack: making overview and scrutiny work acknowledges five areas for local government scrutiny committees:

· holding the executive to account 

· policy review 

· policy development 

· best value reviews 

· external scrutiny.
I regret that Oxfordshire County Liberals have apparently decided not to participate in policy development or best value reviews and suggest they re-consider their apparent decision to concentrate on a politically-driven opposition-style approach to scrutiny.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Is the Leader a piece of furniture or would he prefer to be called a member of the Conservative and Unionist Party?  Is he aware that his statement about scrutiny is incorrect?  Members of the Liberal Democrat Group are taking part in all kinds of Scrutiny Reviews.  Would the Leader like me to provide him with a complete list of all our members who are taking part in scrutiny reviews?  


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

Thank you, there is no need for that.  I will watch when the next policy and development review work is considered by the Cabinet.



	15. COUNCILLOR MATHEW
Would the Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development in his role on bridlepaths and the Cabinet Member for Schools Improvement please confirm that the new entrance gate (onto a bridleway) to Eynsham Primary School is to be brought into daily school use only when the safety of the pupils and parents is guaranteed by the erection of a safety barrier at the entrance of the bridleway into Hawthorn Road?


	COUNCILLOR BELSON, CABINET MEMBER FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The new gate onto the bridleway will be in the control of the school, so it will be up to the Headteacher to decide when it comes into use. On the question of the erection of a safety barrier at the junction of the bridleway and Hawthorn Road, this is being actively pursued by the Countryside Service, in their role of managing the public rights of way network. As you will appreciate, any barrier in this location needs to be carefully located so that it does not obstruct legal use of the bridleway. The Rights of Way Field Officer dealing with the matter, Dan Weeks, is currently on paternity leave until 14 January. I have asked that he contacts you on his return to provide an update.



	16. COUNCILLOR ALTAF-KHAN

How will the judge's criticisms of the design of the traffic calming in Cowley Road, following the recent accident to a cyclist, inform the design for London Road, Headington?


	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

The Judge’s comments on the Cowley Road scheme not only failed to acknowledge that in practice the available width to moving traffic on the Cowley Road prior to the implementation of the scheme was often due to the indiscriminate parking of vehicles etc, very similar to that now provided in the three raised areas.  From the after monitoring data currently available the scheme does appear to be delivering the planned accident reductions of around 35%.  The measures being proposed for the London Road are appreciably different, reflecting the very different street environment and problems to be addressed.  Where there are similarities, for example the proposed use of 20 mph speed limits in areas where there are particularly high levels of pedestrian activity, the experience gained from the Cowley Road helps give confidence that these will be effective on the London Road.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

I would like to see a 20 mph speed limit set across the board.  Can he confirm that not introducing 20 mph speed limits is due to government criteria or the police?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

I have already answered the question about the 20 mph zones.  They are considered on a case by case basis at the moment.  As I mentioned earlier, we have lost £6.5m over the next three years and that means that all capital funded schemes will have to be looked at very closely.  What you are actually asking about, when you are saying 20 mph zones, is reducing accidents.  Everybody here has got to remember we are Oxfordshire County Councillors and 85% of accidents occur outside Oxford City.  If there are any safety measures to be put in place, then they should go to the areas with accident problems which is in accordance with the Government’s recommendations.



	17. COUNCILLOR ARMITAGE

One reason for drivers not observing 20 mph speed limits where they apply is very often that they do not notice the signs on entering the 20 mph zone.  Survival rates in accidents at 20 mph speeds are much higher than at 30 mph. In the light of this, will the Cabinet Member ensure use of roundels and reminder signs where appropriate to place and circumstance?
	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

Repeater signs (and optionally roundels) must be used in 20 mph speed limits, but not in 20 mph zones, where there is a requirement that traffic speeds are physically constrained to around 20 mph.  Where appropriate, given these constraints, we will continue to use repeater signs and roundels.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Will you ask the officers to consider using appropriate repeater signs and roundels in areas of Oxford which I represent, particularly Walton Street, Kingston Road, Jericho, some of the Waterside development on the west of the canal, where the 20 mph speed limit is very rarely observed?  This question has been raised repeatedly and is of great concern to the residents.


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

Enforcing speed limits in particular zones is a matter for the Police.  At transport meetings when a 20 mph zone is proposed, you will see that the one group of people who always object is the Police which I find a very sad situation.  However, high-profile monitoring by the police could actually assist in reducing the speed in your particular streets.  As regards repeater signs and roundels, we have a policy of decluttering to ensure that Oxford’s streets are not full of signs.

	18. COUNCILLOR ARMITAGE

Will the Cabinet Member ensure that all new off-road car parking and driveway surfaces on Council property, wherever possible, are porous in order to reduce run-off water?
	COUNCILLOR SHOULER, CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE

The use of porous material for off-road car parking and driveway services is generally considered and required as part of planning conditions and can be a requirement of the Environment Agency.  There are circumstances where the use of porous material is not appropriate, for example if there is or may be contaminated material below ground level.  There is an additional cost involved which might be in the order of £25 per square metre and would need to be allowed for in the funding provision of new works.  There should be no difficulty in the County Council using this material for such services on its property, subject to consideration of its appropriateness in each case.



	19. COUNCILLOR GATEHOUSE
How many people were waiting in their own homes for county council funded care home places in the latest week for which you can provide a complete figure?  What was the average time for which these people had been waiting?
	COUNCILLOR COUCHMAN, CABINET MEMBER FOR SOCIAL & COMMUNITY SERVICES

There were 31 people waiting in their own homes for county council funded care home places in the week ending Friday December 21.  These people had waited an average of 150 days.  It is important to note that all of these individuals are receiving, or have received, support whilst they wait for placements.  In approximately half the cases, the delay is due to the individuals preferred placement not being available.

The relevant facts are as follows:

Type of care

· 5 of these people were awaiting specialist dementia places. These had been waiting an average of 112 days.

· 18 of these people were awaiting residential care home places. These had been waiting an average of 179 days.

· 8 of these people were awaiting nursing home places. These had been waiting an average of 110 days.

On-going support

· 24 of these people are currently receiving home care (4 via a direct payment). Of the remaining 7 individuals:

· 1 person was offered, but declined home care.

· 3 people were in supported in care packages involving services such as respite care, day care, flexible care and privately funded care.

· 1 person had previously received day care and respite care, but had subsequently decided to withdraw from those services. They are now considering a direct payment to purchase services.

· 1 person was receiving regular professional support from their care manager.

· 1 person was living in a supported living environment and receiving support from the provider of the accommodation.

Reason for delay in placement

The main reasons given for the delay in placement for these 31 people were

· 14 people were waiting for a vacancy in a home of choice and for funding.  They had waited an average of 141 days.

· 16 people were waiting for funding.  They had waited an average of 146 days.

· 1 person had been on the list for 75 days. The prime reason for delay was that the family are committed to keeping the family member at home, but the level of need and the rate of deterioration had led to them being placed on the list.

During the period of waiting 3 people had been admitted to hospital. 

None of the people had received intermediate care.

1 person was at a level of need that they were considering applying for continuing care funding. 



	20. COUNCILLOR J SANDERS

Will the Council ensure that any plans to spend developer contributions secured from the redevelopment at Rose Hill on secondary school or library provision outside Rose Hill are discussed with the residents of Rose Hill?


	COUNCILLOR BELSON, CABINET MEMBER FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The allocation of the contributions will form part of the County’s capital programme and therefore be subject to consultation through the County’s public reports to the Cabinet; however the detail is such that the individual amount of contribution from the Orlit’s development would not be explicit. The amounts are presented more locally via the County’s input to the City’s annual reporting of the allocation and use of developer contributions within Oxford (This is a good example of partnership working). The contributions secured from the Rose Hill’s “Orlit’s” redevelopment were included in the report on “Receipt and Expenditure of Developer Contributions” to the City’s South East Area Committee on 6 August 2007 (See item 10 - Annex 4 – the final development site). That Area Committee took place at the Rose Hill Community Centre. 

Although at the time of the City’s report the monies had not been allocated, they since have been to improvements to Oxford School which serves the Orlit’s redevelopment area. That allocation (for use in 2008/09 and beyond) will be reported in the City’s South East Area Committee report on Developer Contributions next year. It will therefore be available for public consideration.

The use of the education contributions (i.e. addressing the impact of the development - where capacity can/will be improved to accommodate the extra pupils) is determined in the context of the strategic planning role of the County Council in terms of the provision of school places and the need to look at provision across the various phases of education. This is often done as part of the planning of school places in the wider context of catchment areas, surplus places, church schools etc. In terms of developer funding, the assessing of the impact and the appropriate subsequent provision of infrastructure is often carried out before the determination of individual planning applications. Therefore the scope to apportion retrospectively monies via consultation/discussion is somewhat limited by the terms of the agreements. 

There is perhaps more latitude in addressing the impacts on the redevelopment on the library service. The Social & Community Services’ officers would hope to consult local residents on how best to use what contributions there are to provide a library service for the people who live at Rose Hill. In addition the proposed use of the Library contribution will also be reported to the City Council for their annual Area Committee report.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Will Councillor Belson take into account the concerns of the residents of Rose Hill who believe, not without some justification, that the redevelopment is for the benefit of developers and councils rather than for the residents and will he reassure the residents that their interests will be taken into account?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

Yes.

	21. COUNCILLOR J SANDERS

Will the Council ensure that the proposals for the disposal of part of the Peers School site to contribute to the funding for the Academy are discussed with Littlemore residents?


	COUNCILLOR WAINE, CABINET MEMBER FOR SCHOOLS IMPROVEMENT

Along with appropriate officers, I would be very happy to consult with elected representatives for Littlemore (County, City and Parish) regarding plans for the development of surplus land on the Peers site.  This would need to be on the understanding that it will be necessary for the full value of the land to be secured to contribute to any liabilities falling to the County Council for the relocation/re-provision of other users affected by the development of the site.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Will he take into consideration the concerns of residents of Littlemore who believe, not without some justification, that the redevelopment is for the benefit of developers and councils rather than for the residents and will he reassure the residents that their interests will be taken into account?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

Yes, but I would point out that it will be necessary for the full value of the land to be obtained?   

	22. COUNCILLOR J SANDERS

Please could you state whether or not the plan to use in 2009/10 a budget reserve created from developer interest arose as a result of the discovery of the error on strategic measures reported in the 2006 budget papers (County Council Agenda 14/2/06 – CC7 – Supplement 2 – page 2 – paragraph 10).  If the plan did arise as a result of the discovery of the error, why was this fact not mentioned in the Council’s financial reports?
	COUNCILLOR SHOULER, CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE

It is quite clear from the report, as the member is obviously aware, that an error had been made in calculating the strategic measures budget for January 2006 Cabinet which was identified and reported in February 2006.  The proposal to create the reserve by deferring interest on developer contributions was an allowable, and previously utilised, mechanism to ensure that, if it was still needed by 2009/10, sufficient levels of balances were maintained.

Whilst I have said previously that I will not agree never to using an allowable mechanism, it now appears that sufficient strategic measures surpluses will be available in 2007/08 and 2008/09 that it may not be necessary to create the reserve in 2009/10 after all.



	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

May I congratulate Councillor Shouler on implementing the motion I proposed at the last meeting?


	SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER

I am not sure that it has been implemented as far as his answer is concerned.  I have suggested to him on several occasions this might not be used but I am now in a position to say it will not be used.



	23. COUNCILLOR V SMITH

Would the Council be willing to issue Blue Badge holders in controlled parking zones with a free residents’ parking permit?
	COUNCILLOR HUDSPETH, CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT

Oxfordshire County Council has always gone beyond the national concessions provided for Blue Badge holders. 

In the case of Controlled Parking Zones in Oxford, Blue Badge holders are able to park in any of the marked bays within the zones without any time limit on their stay. This means that residents who are Blue Badge holders need not obtain residents permits in order to park in their home Zone. Similar concessions apply in the residents’ parking schemes in Abingdon and Henley.

We have planned to carry out a review of the residents’ permit charging scheme by 2010 and this would be the appropriate time to consider any possible changes.  
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